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INTRODUCTION 


The phonology presented here based on the one days's News 
paper* language material forms the first part of the proposed 
description of the News paper language of Tamil 

The main features found in the dialect of the News 
paper are multifarious. Phonemes found and posited in the 
dialect is more than that of standard Tamil due to the a)oan 
words from English and Sanskrit. Cluster patterns also more in 
number. The distribution of phonemes are more; for instance, 
t, 1, and r which are not word beginners occur in the word 
initial postlon, p, t, t which will not occur in the end of the 
word found in the dialect. 


Clusters of consonants are found in the initial position 
and also in the final position of the word, differing from that 
of the standard Tamil, 

' 1 ' . •fii* 

Allophonic distribution given in thfes section is only 
tentative as the spoken forms are not taken rigorously at this 
stage. 




In the distribution of phonemes only a few types ate 
exemplified; for instance, only initial distribution of vowels 
is given for the consonant distribution id tha.m^dlal position 
only VC and WC are given and not -CV and "CW, They will ,be • , 
completed when this phonology is being revised. The, English 
are consistantly left out^Jin this report whl-p.h'will be 
in the final report, 

■i- ■ 

^ To,summarise the main distributional featuraSythe dlaleet y 

uses 'f sound of Mgll'sh with the.Tamil graphic fom the 

, , ' ' V.' 

^r'iflgatlveg s 'k ,s and h are found in this dialect to write the - 

h ^ ^ « 1.^ ' ^ ^ 

borrowwWIlis, either from Sanskrit or from 




- ii - 



St d. Tamil 

NPTami-l 

Phonemes 


22 

27 

Distribution 

Initial 

9 

17 

Final 


8 

18 

Clusters 

Initial 

ee 

Nil 

8 

n 

ccc 

Nil 

2 

Medial 

cc 

86 

117 

n 

ccc 

15* 

29 

Final 

cc 

Nil 

17 

II 

ccc 

Nil 

3 


Svll ablets, t 

When the structure of the syllables was worked out we 
arrived at certain conclusions. As the cluster patterns show 
much of a difference the structure of the syllable also changes 
considerably. To say, in standard Tamil the onset consists of 
a single consonant but in the present data two and three conso¬ 
nants form the onset of a syllable, so|5also the coda of the 
syllable. The coda of three consonants which has the structure 

y H 

^ s s 

.1 

in standard Tamil has more different patterns in the News paper 
dialect. A sample of word types on the basis of the number of 
syllables is given at the end. 

'i 

* This number ie only suggestive. According to thf Xiil® of.th® 
■ Tolkaappiyam-grarainar it may be more in number. 
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1* Vowels 

2. Consonants ^ 

3, Phonotactics 

1* Distribution of Phonemes 
1» Vowels 

2. Consonants 
2, Cluster Pattern 

1. Initial 
2* Medial 

3. Final 

4* Syllable Pattern 

1. Structure of the syllable 
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1. Graphemics 


1, Graphic Units; 


There are 36 graphic units found in the News 
paper dialect of Tamil language. Twelve for vowels and 24 
for consonants. They are, 


ii 

ee 

a 

ai 


u 

0 

aa 

au 


uu 

00 


and. 


k 

t 

n 
h 

1 1 1 

R 

r 

V y 


p p t t 


m 


n n n n 


5 s 


2. Delimiting the Graphic Units: 

Of 12 vowels the long vowels and the dipthongs 
are taken as clusters of identical and nonidehtial vowels. 
This will give five writing units - phonemes 

1 u 

e 0 

a 

Of 24 consonants / , *. p/ is taken as an 
allophone of /p/ for the following reasons* 1, It freely 
varies with /p/ and 2. It occurs only in EngUsh loan words 
where it replaces 'f* sound, 

Fricatives phenemic though there are a imr 

Vt ' < 

'nfl'nimal pairs available. They are considered as nori'-contra*^ 
sative phonemes, . 




The voiced palatal stop is also taken as non- 


constrastive phoneme. 

There is a digraph (ks) which has to be treated 

4 

as a cluster of /k/ and /s/ 

The, nasal n and £ are taken as allophone of one 
phoneme. In the vocabulary list they are given separately 
according to the traditional grammar. 

After the delimitation the phonemes posited are 
27 in number; ie. 5 vowels and 22 consonants. 


p t 
m n 
s 


n n 


111 

* T 


3 k 
ft 




R 


3, Alloqraphic statements; 

2, Phonemics 
1, Phonemic InveBtory: 

There are 5 vowels and 22 consonants in Tamil, 
Length is phonemic; but it is treated as gemination of two 
short vowels and the dip-Jliongs ai and au are treated as 
clusters of two non-identical vowels; (Ref, 1,2.). 

The general statement of allophones of Tamil 
based on the analyser’s own speech is given in the following 

PgIQ@S« 

2,., Allophonic statements; 1. Vowelsi 

1 front vowel occurs initially with Di- 

colouring representing the palatalisation, 
/jij occurs elsewhere 






/®/ ^ front bvjt not as front as /i/ occurs 

initially with 'y' colouring representing 
palatalisation. 

occurs elsewhere 

/a/ (\J Low central vowel occurs in all the positions. 

/o/ [qJ Mid back but not like /u/ occurs in all 

the positions, 

/u/ Mid back unrounded (otherwise called 

•ultra short' iu occurs finally after stop 
consonants 

High back rounded vovjel occurs elsewhere 


^ * I^Bilabl^ial voiceless aspirated occurs 
/b/^ in the place of /f/ English ’f in loan 
words 

Bilabial voiced unaspirated occurs after 
nasal. Bilabial voiceless unaspirated 


except in the final position. In 2 English 
loans aap 'of 

/t/ JbJ dental voiceless with slight aspiration 

occurs medially between vowels and after /y/ 
dental voiced unaspirated occurs medially 
•after homorganic nasal• 
dental voiceless unaspirated occurs else¬ 
where except in the final position. In one 
English loan it occurs finally as 'pert' 

'berth' 

/t/ [dj Retroflex voiceless unaspirated occurs 

• « 

elsewhere except in the final position, 
except in English loan words 
koort, traansport, etc., 
palatal affricate occurs in idential clusters 
and as second member of the non identical 
clusters as in ^'^aat^ 

[cj palatal fricative occurs initially and 



mediallyjbetween vowels 



In certain' instances E replaces ai which may be explained ft#' ”; 
historical development; in collquial speech a .simple *«■? 




/v 


N 


/mf 

/n/ 


/n/ 

k 

/ft/ 

/!/ 


/!/ 

/!/ 

■Trill 


/c/ palatal stop unaspirated occurs finally iri 
English loan tac 'touch* 

£ 2 ! palatal voiced unaspirated occurs after 
homorganic nasal y^njali/ /ancali/ 

/j/ palatal voiced unaspirated occurs initially 

and medially and finally mostly in loan words 
/jana/ /jana/ 

/yijayam/ /vijayam/ 

1%J Velar voiceless fricative occurs medially 
between vowels 

/^7 Velar voiced stop occurs after Homoganic and 
other nasals 

Velar voiceless stop occurs elsewhere. 

Nasals; Nasals are voiced 

Bilablial nasal occurs in all the three places 
InJ Alveolar nasal occurs medially and finally 
and before /R/ 

fnj dental nasal voiced occurs initially and 

medially before homorganic stop. It is also 
In free variation with (n) ^ 

£hj Retroflex nasal occurs ^ H-h . j L p i ...ft 

Palatal nasal occurs initially and medially 
in gemination and before palatal stop, 

/h/ Velar nasal occurs medially before velar stop 

Laterals; Latrals are voicedi 
£ 1 / Alveolar lateral occurs in all the three places 
£L£ Alvedlar back occurs medially when the pre¬ 
ceding vowel is back one /koLLara/ kollam 
'place name' 

£l£ Retroflex lateral occurs medially and finally 
/!/ Palatal lateral occurs medially and finally 


/R/ Alveolar voiceless trill occurs medially only 

Flab 

I , t ' ' ' 

/r/ /tJ Alveolar flap voiced occurs in all the 
' three positions* 

ifr,- • ___ 

£57 is in multiple complementation with /@/ and /j/ 

: ill 




Fricative are voiceless: 


/s/ C<1 
/s/ /V 

/s/ /5/ 

• • 

N M 


Dental voiceless occurs in all the three position 
Alveolar occurs initially only 
Retroflex occurs in all the three position 
Velar occurs initially only (in the corpjflO 


Semi vowels: 

/v/ r^J Labio dental semi vowel voiced occurs in all 

the three positions. But finally only in 
f'ra.y/ ‘personal name* 

/y/’ /y 7 palatal semi vowel voiced occurs in all the 

three position. 


3« Phonemic contrast 
/a/ + i, e, 0 , u 



afiku 

- ifiku 



- ehkum 



- uhkal 


attai 

• » 

- otti 

» • 

/i/ 

e, a, 

0 , u 


itai 

“ etaiyum 


■ 

"• atai 


innum 

- unnippu 


inRu 

- onRu 

/u/ + 

i, a, 0 



uRuti 

- iRuti 


utir 

- etir 


uru 

- arukib 

/e/ + 

i, a, 0 

, u 


ellai 

- illai 


e nt a 

” ante( 


enRu 

' - ' onlu ' '' 

W. 

ettanai- uttaravu 


/o/ + i, 

e, a, u 

otti 

* * 

- ittu 

« • 

onRi 

- enRu 

oppara 

- apf^aal 

ottuj.ai 

uttaravu 






•W 


to 

<-!• 

W 

fcflb IH 

<1 

H 

4 


0 

V 


ct 

• a 

»c+ 

a*. 

o 

k 

n 


N 


M 

M 

W 

M 

1^ 

M 

H 

M 

M 

M 


M 

H 


M 


H 












H 

X 










M 


> 

M 

M 

M 

H 

M 

H 

M 

H 

w 

H 

M 

H 


M 

M 



M 






M 



M 

H 

H 

M 

H 

M 

M 

H 




H 



M 


M 

H 

M 

M 

W 

M 

M 

H 

H 


M 

M 

H 

H 



W 

H 

a 

W 


W 

M 

M 

M 

H 


M 

H 

M 

M 

W 


M 


M 


H 

H 


H 

>« 

M 

W 

M 

M 

M 

X 

M 



M 

txt 

M 





H 

M 

M 

W 



W 

M 

W 

W 

M 

M 

M 

W 

M 

M 


M 

M 

H 

M 

M 

H 



?<■ 

M 

M 




M 


W 

M 

M 


M 

W 


M 


H 

W 

H 

M 


M 

M 

H 

M 

M 

M 

M 

H 

H 


H 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 


M 

M 



M 


M 

M 

M 

M 

M 



M 

W 

H 



H 


M 

H 


M 


H 

M 


W 



M 


W 

M 

M 


M 

M 

H 


M 

M 






M 


!>< 

X 


M 

M 

M 

M 

i>^ 

M 

M 

H 

M 

M 

H 

W 

H 


N 

M 

H 

w 

N 



M 

M 

H 

M 


M 

M 

M 

H 

H 

M 

W 

W 


M 

W 

M 

M 


M 

M 

H 

H 

M 

M 

H 

M 


M 

M 

H 

M 

H 

M 


M 

M 

M 


M 

M 


H 



M 

M 

H 


M 

H 

M 

H 

M 



M 

M 


W 

M 

M 

H 


H 

H 



H 


H 

M 

M 


H 

M 


N 


M 

H 

W 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 


M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

H 


H 



M 

H 

M 


W 

U 

M 


M 

M 

H 

M 

H 

M 

M 

M 

H 
















M 




H 





M 

M 

H 

H 

M 

H 

M 






M 

W 

M 

M 

H 

H 


H 


M 

H 



H 

M 

M 

M 

M 


M 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

M 

H 











Constrasting pairs once given for one phoneme are not 
repeated for the counter phoneme. All the possible clusters 
are taken. 


A/ - 
1 

c, n, t 

, n, t, n, 

m 

p, m, y, r, 1, v, 1, 1, R 

/ c / 

kankai 

canika 


/ P / 

M 

panku 

/ J / kana - Jana 

/ V / 

n 

vanka 

/ s / Keerala - seevin 

/1 / 

katai 

ta'^ai 

/ s / kruut - srii 

/ n / 

rl 

natal 

» 


/ n / 

kaayam ■ 

- naayiHu 

/ s / kastam - aasti 
► • • # < 

/ t / 

p 

paakam 

naatal 
' 0 

/ h / kottal - hoottal 

« r ^ ^ 

/ n / 

0 

Biakan . 

- manan 

0 


/ m / 

kanavar 

a 

- manam 

« 


/ y / kaar 

- yaar 


/ r / kootl 

- rootu 

6 


/ 1 / kantu 

a * 

- lantan 

• 4 


/ i/ 

vlkitam 

- vilippum 



/ 1 / takaraaHu - talarkiRatu 

t I 

/ R / nikar - nlifea 

/c/ - /k/ n, tj n, t, n, p, hi, y, 1, v, 1, i^ 
/n/ paccai - pEincar 


/t^ 

4 

pacal 

- patai 

/n/ 

M 

- pam 

/t/ 

catta 

» V 

- tattu 

■ 4 

/n/ 

cakala 

- nakara 

A/ 

' M 

- pakal 


catta 

^ 4 

- ' Hiattam 

/y/ 

aantira 

. - yantira 

/r/ 

cooli 

i 

,rootu 

■■ ^ ^, 

/!/ 

caatc'i 

- laat 3 

/v/ 

carl 

, ^ i 

* vart 








/ 3 / 

/s/ 

/S/ 

/h/ 


teeciya 
caatikka 
ceemikka 
cuuttin 

* m 

cantai 


- teeHiya 

- jaati 

- scevift 

- sunttin 

t» c 

- hanteo 


/y ^ / k,c / £, t, n, n, p, jn, y, r, 1, v, 1, 1, E, j, s, -Sj s, h 


, /n/ 

taaymai 

naaylRu 

1 /t/ 

tlti 

titiir 

ft 

/n/ 

katavu 

kanavar 

ft 

i /n/ 

tlti 

nitl 

1 /p/ 

tataiB 

- patani 

Ai/ 

tatam 

raatafiku 

£ 


t* 

1 

tanti 

yant Irani 

1 

tsQvai 

reokai 


teecara 

laeoaana 

1 

tarn 

vara 

1 /!/ 

katava 

ka^jEtka 

1 /!/ 

katai 

kalai 

1. 


# 

1 /Sjf 

matal 

muHai 

/d/ 

tankam 

jansan 

1 /s/ 

taevai 

seevin 

1 

patrinaat 

'^rii 

/?/ 

tool 

soo 

/h/ 

toottam 

« • 

hoottal 

P m 


/n/ A / K, C / H, t, n, t, p, m, y, r, 1, v, 1, 1, l, j, s, s, h 


1 

naay^r 

flaaylRu 

■ % 

nayam 

" t%jE^ 

/h/ 

% 

analttu 

anal 

4 

/P/ 

naatu 

paatu 

1 /m/ 


makan . 

/y/ 

naavalar 





- - 


1 


/!/ 

nookkam 

lookcapal 

/v/ 

nakal 

vakai 

/!/ 

kani kali, 

/1/^/unatu 

/3/ 

narapu 

^ampu 

/s/ 

niitta 

• ^ 


/s/ 

«t 

nastani 

t 

sasti 
# <1# 

/h/ 

nlir 

hiiroo 

/p/ 

1 /K, C/ n, t, 

n, /t,n,/ m, y, r 

/n/ 

paaya 

naaylRu 

/t/ 

• 

pavun 

tavan 

/n/ 

aplvirutti 

ani 

•• 

/m/ 

pakal 

makal 

/y/ 

pantaya 

yantira 

/r/ 

poota 

rootu 

« 

/!/ ^ 

paapa(naacara/3f- 

- laapa 

/v/ 

- pe^ 

ve^l 

/i/ 

apiviruttl 

allvn 

/!/ 

* 

kappal 

kallu 

/I t 

/R/ 

kappal 

kaRI^u 

/J/ 

pajiipu 

jampu 

/s/ 

kllaap 

kilaas 

* 

/^/ 

prins 

'^ril 

/s/ 

plyuun 

siyaam 

A/ 

plntl 

liinti 


- ulam - uRai 


/m/ 7 /K,C/ K, t, IX, /t,n,p/ y, r, 1, v, I, 1%,^^ fi 

^ 0 o 


/n/ amcam 
/t/ . .astti 


atutta 


/a/ ,' : 'C- •' anal 

' ^ ■ ■ I I p ' 

.. " ■ 

/^//j/;afiitirSfesn,.', ^ jpnoRajs 




0 '' 






/v/ 

mar a 

varal 

/!/ 

amaippu 

alaippu 

/!/ 

tamatu 

talar 

t) 

AV 

am!l^ 

a:^utl 

/3/ 

man a 

Jana 

/s/ 

mllttlii 

siittin 

6 n 

/s/ 

miittin 

siittukal 

4 VV « n 

/h/ 

mail 

hai ' ' 

/y/ 

i /K,C^ n, t, 

jij /tjnypjin/^ jjljVjljlj Rj 

/n/ 

yaavaruni 

naayil-u 

/t/ 

yaar 

taaktar 

/n/ 

fi 

tQa;^llal 

man! 

% 

/r/ 

yooltam 

rookam 

/!/ 

yaaK 

laari 

/v/ 

yantiram 

vantirunta 

/!/ 

1 

vayatu 

T/alakkam 

/X/ 


valar 

f 

/R/ 

mayakka 

maRakka 

/J/ 

yoocanal 

JooGap 

/s/ 

« 

yookam 

soo 

/h/ 

yoocanal 

hoocuur 

/r/ 

- /K,C,/ n, t, 

, n, /t,n, p, m, y,/ 1, v, l, 1 , a, J, s, s, h 

it tf 

/n/ 

raav 

Ranyiliu 

/t/ 

rlplal 

tiplamaa 

•“ 9 

/n/ 

kara 

kanavar 

/!/ 

raaj 

laatj 

/■ 

/v/ 

risk 

yiski ' ' - , ' 

/!/ 

var^l 

vali 

/!/ 

kara , 

1 ’i 

kal^kam 

t ' : ,1 

/R/ 

marnttava 

ffiaBnttu 

/3/ 

rsotu 

iloati 



. ■'S'&QVin ■ ■ 




/s/ raclkar 

$ 

/h/ roosanai 


sasti 

• fl » 

hoocuur 


/!/ - /K,C,/ n, t, n, /t, a, p, m, y, r/, v, 1, 1, H, 


/K/ villan 
/t/ Vila! 

c 

/n/ kalaka 
* 

/v/ laapa 

/!/ kataka 

A/ oli 
6 

/H/ vatu 
/J/ lanpa 
/s/ laicens 
/s/ laaraa 
/h/ leocaana 


viniiaanam 

vital 

kanavar 

e 

vaapas 

kalaka 

oil 

d 

vaHuEiai 
Jaapitaavai 
salnas Qji 
saaraavati 
heesyam 


s 5 a; 


h/ \ /K,C,/ n, t, n, /t,n,p, m, y, r, 1,/ l, i, r, j, g, s, H 


/n/ vaayiluai 

/t/ « 

/n/ kavaaaw 

/!/ kavl 

/!/ kavanam 
% 

/R/ teeval 
/j/ villaiu 
/s/ vilttll 

I • 

/s/ vilttll 
* • » 

/h/ voottu 


iiaaylEa 

taayits 
' * 



A « 


/!/ i /K,c/, t, n, A, n, p, ffl, y, 

* ft 

/t/ kali katlaa 

• r 

JnJ kalakaa kanavaai' 

/y kanaka 
. '/K/ - mifti . 

' ‘ .1 t ' 










/s/ 

vilaa 

vlsvanaatan 

/s/ 

a 

vilaa 

visam 

* 

/h/ 

vaala 

vaahini 

/X/ 

1 

i /K, C,/ t, 

n, /t, n, p, m, y, r, 1, v, 1^/ R, s, s 

/t/ 

talar 

• 

tatam 

4 

/n/ 

kilarccl 

* 

kinaRu 

a 

/fi/ 

kallu 

^ 4 

kaRRu 

/3/ 

vllaivu 

vi,-laya!!' 

/s/ 

kcelvi 

4 

Iieesyam 

/s/ 

t 

vu 

vilaijsiparani 

visam 

c 

/H/ 

- /K,C,/ n, t 

* c 

, n, /t, n, p, m, y, r, 1, v, 1, 1/ j, s, s, 

/n/ 

v3ilka 

vi^aanam 

/t/ 

teeKiya 

teetiya 

/n/ 

tuRai 

/tunal 

% 

/3/ 

maaHl 

maaji 

/s/ 

viEka 

j^lski 

/s/ 

nlHa 

visam 

a 

/3/ 

: /K,C,/ t, n 

♦ I* c? 

, /t, n, p, m, y, r, 1, v, 1, 1, R/ s, h 

/t/ 

maaji 

maati 

% 

/n/ 

« 

’-aaju 

r&anuva 

f 

/s/ 

jeeiasan 

saevljfi 

/a/ 

vi^ayaffi 

visayam 

/h/ 

jeemsan 

heema (maallni) 

/s/ 

- /K*C/ t, n, 

/t, n, p, m, y, r, 1, v, 3^^ 1, I, %/ h 

/t/ 

seevln 

taavani ^ /» ’• 

/n/ 

pas 

paxiaffi 

* ■ , 

/?/ 

siittin 

siittttol' 

/h/ 


liaaiBa ■; , 









/s/ ^ /K, c/ t, n, /t, n, p, 

/t/ suuttiii tuuyats 

/n/ kastam kantu 

• ‘ ‘ B 

/h/ sasti haastal 

/h/ - /Kj C/j t, A, P5 m 

A/ hai taip 

/n/ vaahini vaanl 


y, r, I, V, I, 1, R, 3, s/ h 


1 y) r, 1, V, 1, 1, R, 3 , s, s/ 

• V 




‘■1 



All the vowels occur in the initial and medial positions 
of the void, i, a, u occur in the end of the word* e and o never 
occur in the final position; hut only when geninated or long 
vowel they will occur in the final position. 




Distrilaution of vowels* Initial 









1 1 
aka la 

ankdj[^ 

acempil^‘1 

ancali 

ataku 

0 

ani 

w 

at an 
anta 

apiniaana 

amalti- 

arakku 

aluvalor 

avacara 

alakal 

alavee 

i 

asooBlJlIeesan 


Ismls, 


VC - 


/aa/ 


astaml 

I • 


aaka 

aaiikilam 
aaciriyar 
a at a 

I 

aanai 

« 

aataravu 

aana 

aapattaanatu 

aayutam 

aaraaycci 


In all the places a and u, oew - feefere homaMaiLie stona ■ ahd/ 
the dlstplhution aiwaya lA shesQa 

. 7- -W ’ .../ S.*. - . . IJ *£?» 






aalai. 

aavalai 

aolklnaRu 

a alum 
» 

asJlu 

aa jar 

aastal 

* 

Ikpaal 

inku 

leal 

In jeksa«‘>^ 

ItatiAi 

Inalppu 

itaya 

Inl 

Imaalaya 

iyaRRi 

Irava 

llakku 


Ival 

llappu 

llaaSiar 

t 

XRarlka 

Ista 
^ « 

/ii/ 

iltu 


/u/ 


iir-tuullaar 

* a 

llRuloal 

a 

lis*b 


ultoant^a 

uAlcal 


utal 

« 










unatu 

upar'S. 

umalcltta. 

uyar* 

Tira’t'ta 

uXalcei 

u^ai, 

uXan 

» 

laHut;! 

usmaan 

usaa 

uut^ee 

w 

uiat iya 

uunam 

U'uina± 

uur 

unXaX 


elcXp-tu 
an lea X 
e-tulcka 
en. 

aisaHlm 


enatu 
eXiiu^pur- 
avaarum 
©lut X 
MB.^n’txx 


eac xiscfeioga-b a:^ ay 




^ 'S - 


- ’■ V* 1 ' . >1 sW • Ur <, t . . _ - , 

- "*7 ‘ ' • 'i*~ • AT ^ 5 ' 1 »¥ »- *' *“ J I , ' y 




eelam 


- 


/ai/ 


/o/ 


eelai 

eeHl 

eejantukal 

alntu 

alyappata 

alrooppiya 

otu (clitic) 

otukkl 

oru 

oli 

oluvlka 

oli 

onRi 


'00/ * 

oonkl 

oota 

0 

oomlysopati 

ooy«fi 

ooralavu 

oovlya 


coRSQjLyfTa 



Vel* 

k 

'K 

h. 





- so - 

Consonants 
Mstributlon Chart 

Of 2S consonants 17 consonants occur in the Initial position 
they are, k, c, n, t, t, n, p, m, y, r, 1, v, s s h, J. The 
following chart will explain the distribution of the consonants 
in the initial position. 



torontoo toorontoo 


y'- ^ 


-i t R (S^-d i — 


.ir.A * 
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/ k / 


/ c / 


/ n / 

/ t / 
6 


■Consonants 

* initial 

katal 

t 

kaatu 

« 

kinaRu 

klilee 

kutal 

« 

kuuli 

ketu 

keelunkal 
kaitu 
koncam 
koopajB* 
kaurava 
cakala 
caslai 
' cltaRum 
cilval 
cukam 


CV - 
CW - 


cuuta 

celatfu 

ceetani 

cfiiikkil 

coRl 

Coolal 

caurlraajan 

fiaaylRu 

tayar 

taaktar 

tikketta 
• * * 

tlUaka . 

». 

tuayetft ■ 

*• ■' ' I'/j- 







/ t / 


/n/ 


/ P / 


t iBVcnikal 

A 

-t cevan± 

taip 

■ft. 

■toraantoo 
tooranttoo 

■jm a ^ 

taloat^ 

taatu 

titl 

t1lma± 

■fctinai 

tuuram 

tar ly\xm 

taatl 

taiyal 

tolkcutl 

toolan 

nalcar 

naatalsa 

« 

n±loetr 

n±i.r 

nuLla Int a a 1 

niiiiX 

neX 

near 

noBuftlcXya 

noo^ikaX 

pakatX 

paakam 


pXtXkka. 

piXtX 

pnkaar 




S3 


/ m / 


/ r / 


/ TC / 


peet-ti 
pa ileal 

a 

potu 

pootjum 

maleal 

m 

maaxiavasr 

9 

milbea 

miiti 

mu'ka't'til 

muiinkil 

mompa r 

mael 

maiya-ttil 

moli 

moo-kal 

maunam 

yajritiipaHa 

yaarum 

yuianlyan 

yoolsmm 

irakam 

i»aaku 

aril-tl 


/ 1/ 





'■/‘t 


r-atijl 


romp a 
roo-to, 
la-team 




/ V / 


/ 3 / 


/ s / 


/ 3 / 
/ S / 


111k 

leecaana 

lalcens 

lookcapal 

vakuppu 

vaanka 

vlcal 

vlitu 

■ 

vettu 

«• A 

veekattai 

Talkkum 

voottiu 

■ O 

;}a&san 

jaatl 

jlllaa 

Jlirna 

Juisrallarl 

Juun 

3et 

;)eamsan 

3oott 

salpaa 

8aan;3ur 

sllttln 

seevlii 

■6rii 

saa-bl 

saa 





hayar 

haastal 

4 

hint! 

hliroo 

bet 

% 

heesyair. 

hairootu 


hoottal 




-?c« 


a 

1 

u 

0 

0 

aa 

11 

uu 

@8 

00 

al 

au 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


k 













0 

n 

X 

X 

X 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


a 













N 

n 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



t 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 



X 




n 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


t 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

n 

X 

X 

X 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



P 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



m 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


y 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

r 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



1 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


V 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 



1 

# 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 




E 


X 

X 



X 


X 

X 




i 

X 






X 



X 



s 













's 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 




X 



s 






X 







n 


Distrlbution of consonants In tho njedlal position 




// 


Distri'bution of 

v ,Q y jgXg. 


yV 


’ alcala 

/i/ nikar 

acattu 

V «> 

leal 

ataku 

» 

Itaku 

anal 

a 

inalppu 

a tan 

itara 

anaittu 

ini 

aplmaana 

vlparam 

amolti 

imaalaya 

payan 

iyakkiinar 

aracan 

ilakku 

aluvalar 

Ivar 

avar 

ilappu 

alakai 

ilainar 

« 

alavu 

IRanka 

tf 

vi5®ys-KL 

assoslyeesara 

vlsaffl 

1 

ukanta 

ekiptu 

♦ ruci 


utal 

etukka 

i 

unavu 

etir 

utavi 

©natu 

unatu 

ematu 

uparl 

peyar 

¥ 

ejfrivatu 

UHiakku 

uyar 

muran 

A 

telu^ka 

evarum 

ulakam 

aluttu 


kuvlppu 

u3^1iMa 


v^»xiy®e 

» 

eBinta 


'' 'L .■ 
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uu'tee 

* 

uu-tiya. 

uunam 

j-mupetajr 




ftSfei'^gSS 





muuvar 


<te fr1 ■ 


uulal 


^ muulai 




kuiiRu 

puujal 

pooklReen 


moocam 


oota 

* 

mootal 

poona 

poopfial 

ooaiyoopati 

pooyina 

iBOorukka 

pooXa 

oovlya 

tooIan 

koolaaBu 

* 

joosap 


koosam 


paikal 


/«^/ 


maicuar 

kaitu 

tiyal 

kaivita 

palnaanslyar 


maunaia 


kaurava 




of th© word* 
k liik 


consonants occur in the final positlosa 


parmit 

kaan 

c 

part 

ayan 

tellklraap 

varum 


-i: 

M Tfin 


"A .'3 


' ' ** - 





1 


mutal 


raav 


tanr.il 




raaj 


8 naakees 

'(^ote» tmall only, n, n, m, y, r, 1, 1, 1 will 

occur In the end of the worif* | 

According to Taisil grammatical ruleyonly k, c, t, a, 

p, m, V, y, Si will occur as initial mcmbor of the word* Due 

to the influence of modern technical development s many English 

loons have come into currency in the native language, Other 

loans from Sanskrit are also abundant and they with 

grant ha script. Even f script is limited to five 

le.j, s, 's, s and h, t, ro 1 which are not word initial members 
btMT at 

in Tamils are absorbed in .Tamil* This may mesn the growth 
of the language. 

Cluatera t IHHIil COW* CCOW 

In standard Tamil there is no initial cluster. In 
the news paper dialect the following types of clusters are 


formed in the Initial position. 

( 1 ) ^ 

/k'v eg. kruu-l^ 

I prookraam 

) t I traanspoort 

s J 6rii 


(4) Initial three 


Tkr 


tr striit 


C2) ^ 




iElaajEBOo 

\ ‘ 

P ISiivjSi, t 











dentiaal and non identical consonant clusters i 
the medial position, 
gecond memha;!;. 


in 



a ^4' 


! 


AtAa-l - ^*7 

j '*’W ^ Ar - da<fcuiy ^ 











3 ?3fr,a fiongonant clusters‘if] tVio -nc^sitinn 



kk 

kc 

V 

kn 

kt 

I 

kt 

kn 

kp 

kr 

ks 

ks 

« 

A 

nk 

At 


makkal 

« 

pikcars 

piraknai 

taaktat 

• ^ 

paktar 

vllknas 

Ikpaal taalq)±n 
prookraam 


Iclanksoo 

naksattiram 


anku 

vaasintan 



cc 

en 


accam 

plracnai 



fic 

rm 


koncam 
vinnaanam 
ail Jin 



tlE 

te 

* 

tn 

tp 

ty 

tr 

tl 

t 

tv 

tt 


natkal 
• « 

aatcl 

paatnaa 

mutpam 

setyml 

petrool 

Itlikkaari 

« 

atvaans 

i 

patJet 
juattam 


■ 





penkaX 
* • 

vantl 

nanpan 

ajmal 

f 

cup ramajoy an 
panruttl 


ca j Itkaan 

motta 

patminl 

valtya 

tatruupam 

enklHaar 
^ Inca arm 

iffanta 


conna 

tazmal 


cukanyaa 

oanita 

In^^niiyarln 

kaxanal 



•c M 


tapplkka 








cu^raiiEu^a;!. 






















In Xaail* 

> f ( 

* j 

, t 


Ss. 

In 

Im 

Iv 

Ik 

# 

11 
« ■ 

vl 

w 

nk 

He 

Rp 

HR 

3y 


36’ 

vaaj.ka 

cuulnllai 

eelsal 

vaalvu 

#• 

aalklRa 

4 

kcelvl 

4 

Vella 

• » 

kantlvll 
« <# 

veweeHu 

eeHka 

muyaRcl 

eeHpa 

kaHHavar 

raajya 


sk Viski 

St ri^istar 

St vistilranam 

* 

an plrasnev 

sp vaacaspatl 

sr misraa 

al muslllBi 

sv matasvara 

ss assaam 


St Ista 

i ( 

sn klxnsnaa 

e ' • 

puspaa 

sm kaasnllr 

-o • 






' "' I * ,! 4 






Only eight typ^S'of initial eiusters are 
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k as first member 2 

p tl M 2 

s « « 2 

t « a 1 

^ tl 2, 


r as second member 

H It 

« 

t « « 

t » 2 


4 

2 

1 

1 


,C!lU5i,cr.S - (medial) 

Total types available in the iawil/corpus is 114 the 
-^erquent types according to the order of fretiuency as first 


and second member iss listed below. 


r as first member 12 


k *' 

t « 

« 

n 

s « 

If 

n « 

m *' 


1 “ 
R " 


It 

n 

M 

ei 

N 

n 

n 

II 

u 

n 

n 


10 

10 

xo 

9 

8 

7 

7 

6 

5 

4 

4 


s 

0 

fi! 


ft 

tl 

ft 


II 

II 

ft 


1 M » 

0 

tf n 

t a s fir s t memb er 


4 

3 


3 

a 


c ’• 


Tl 


2 


M 


2 



V 

11 f 
V-!. 


• ' . • ■*<»■!• — t, 

,‘4 1 ^ 

Z W ^ ^ ? 
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21 phonme& occur as first member of the medial cluster./s^ 
does not occur In this corpus 


i^.gg.PllA 

k as second member 

H 

n 

H 


P 


t 

n 

y 

V 

t 


ft 

It 

n 

ft 

If 


ti 

n 

ft 

n 


ft 

rt 


r as second coAmbor 




M 

tt 

H 

n 


ti 

M 

It 

n 

tt 

ti 



13 

11 

9 

9 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

' 3 ' 

2 

1 




18 phonemes ocour’' 





jd)er of th@ cluster, fi, 1, s, h 
do not occur as second meraber ila the corpus,/^'y^does not occur 
as a cluster in the medial position, ' . 

1 " 

,1 * ^ 

Madial clusters (order of alpKa'blts)'' ^ 

1st member - H, jj^.emb.ez 


^ I ; 


k 

c 

t 

a 

t 

P 


- 10 
2 


■'.'y /,,v. , -v ^ 

'< / ' “ » I- f i, 

^ . I 


3 

5 


13 

9 

■■■ 

7 

ll 


■ i 

: '• 
1 , t*;’ 

ut a \ 

* /' **' ' 1 




" .. r ' i.. f . 
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o 

n 2 

rJ 

n 3 2 

n 7 3 

n 10 8 

m 7 7 

\ 

r 12 5 

R 4 2 

18 7 

13 3 

1-4 

V' 2 . s 

y 6 8 


J » - ^ 

A lf> —- l 


Xflt* "TTi inn^liiQT 

U9M 



113 total (Recurrence 
» _ y , , 

n, 1, s, h do not occur as second mer- 
as first member 


ber; 


Si 


h do not occur 


Medial. ■thr.ee_consonant dusters 


There are three consonant clusters in Tamil but they are 
restricted to tho following types in which only r, y and ^ occur 
as the first member of the cluster. The second and third member , 

4- 

ax'C either or KK + Stop 



eg tarKkaa 

varttaka 

valarccl 

valarppatu 

0 

eg vaaynta 

vaalnta 

valarntu 

0 


vaalKfcal 

vtilcci 

vaalttu 

"'uyntaan 

♦plymta 


Taayppu 


1 




• i ^ I 

''■ '■’'v'.. f'.i’ 
' , V.'"'"- ’4. 


items 


Only available examples are shown above 
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The following types of three consonant clusters occur 
due to foreign influence 



koorttil 

a I 

yrsk/ 

koorskalukku 

/rkr/ 

markBet; 

/rtn/ 

paartnar 

/rky / 

aarkyuument 


maantriyaal 

/nst/ 

kaanstapll 

/nsm/ 

onsmoor 


tooranttoo 

fc J 

ympl/ 

impliments 

*■ • 

/ism/ 

ceelsmen 

r 

/stm/ 

listmen 

« 

y'sKk/ 

plraansiskku 

yktr/ 

elektrik 


carttin 


In standard Tamil no cluster in the final position 
of the word is allowed except In poetry* The news papar dialect 
has the following clusters, mostly in English loans* There are;/ 

r'. 

also three consonant clusters but less frequent. 


/ks/ eg 
I ns/ 

IM 

/ns/ 

AV 


tiilaks 

ir 

plLtihs 

rits 

cessans 

plkoars 


r ?' 






1 ' -k'f 









/sk/ 

risk 


. -t- 

Ic /rk/ 

teni'iaarSc 

c 


1 

/nk/ 

t ira Ak 



/ Aj/ og 

carcaarj 



j /^y 

C‘ t.;ril 

n 1 

f t 

/l.-fe/ ee 

yookaanant 



unant clus'Cers 
A^s/ eg plraatakts 

Y ts y nts / impliments 

yrts/ aarts 


SvllaTous 

Structure oS ttie syllable 
Monosyllable - structure 
Polysyllabic word 
Initial syllable 
extended syllabi© 
closed and open syllable 
Pinal syllable 
Svl-labl © tvness 
Monosyllable 
Disyllable 


Trisyllable 

Tetra syllable (incomplete) 
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gyllables - Tair.ll 

Syllable piay be a ■word or a part of a word. The 
syllable boundary lltos between vowel and consonant or after 
tVic coda or after the woi'cl boundary. Syllable contains 

conslst3n{j of one or more consonants (The Piaxlmuri will 
be th'-ec), nucleus^ consisting of a short or long vowel, and 
coda ^consisting of one or more consonants (The maximum tJi 
vill he three) 

The words arc classified as nonosyliabic cr( 

polysyllabic according to the constituent of the syllable 

it ..contains. In the novjs paper languatio syllabic structure 

diffors or is more than;of the standard Tsuail as it contains 

S / 

considciable amount of foreign elements, 

HinimuTi constituent of a syllable may be a vowel, 

oi' a vowel <S: consonant, or a consonant and woveai or consc^nt 

+ vowel + consonant. The vowel is^^cleus or ncab of the 

'S 

syllable. Consonants function^ as 2^*^^and coda of the syllable. 
T-jnclcj'’ is obligatory and the conso na nt and coda are optional, 
tJonerally the structure is represented as 

+ 0 + U + C 


VL/ 

Onset may consist maximum of three consents. 

All the consonants or the cluster of more consonants that begin 
a word will begin the syllable. In stanard Tamil only one 
consonant form the onset. 


stone 


/- k « a - 1 ’stone' 

/etd/ st - aa - panaEi ' firm' (establishment) 
str11 - t ’street* 

Nucleus : Nucle^us consists of a short vowel, a long vowel or 

cluster of two non identical vowels. . ' . '■ 
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y^V/^-k-a-l 
-j w 1^ y.- aa- 1 


/ 


ai«tu 


’stoae' 

'arrest' 


VI vy 

\ r,- an 

-^nan; /2f 

Coda; 

Coda consists of one 01 

^c/k-a 

follows 

the nucleus. 

-1 

’stone' 

C 2 /' 

h-oo-rt 

'court' 

* 


i - 

' thi 

s ' /if 

poo 

1 

'togo 

aa 

'to 

become'y/vvy 

kal 

' stone' 

al 

'no' 

fvi! 

kaal 

'leg* 

aal 

man 

/ wey 




/Cl Cg Cg/i-mpl-iiLcnta 'ii'iplfjnents' ^ 

/ ,, ., 

tiSIKlSXliillilJji* 'ionosyllabic v/oids consists of nucleus^ nuclGus-f" 

fjocta consisting of one to three consonants or 
onset of 1 to 3 consonants +yfucleus + coda. 

^evv / 

/eve/ 

^evvaj 

The other types of onset^omplox onse'^ in I-ionosy- 
llahic wo ids with initial cluster are as follows* cononical form 
is given a:;:,lon£ side, 
eg. cevv// 'sril 

^ CQVV<^ i^lO'UUt 

j cccvv^ skraap 

In all these examples the nucleus is always long. 

Godfiis coda of the mondT^syllable ranges from one to three consonan-! 
/ cvee/ ri^s 

J vvccc / aarts 
yevvee/ ceels 

A single consonant or cluster of two or three 
consonants that end the word will end the monosyllable ©r 
form the coda of the final syllable of a ploysyllablc ,word. 

Such types are found only in loan words. ; 

vccc - VC- vccc 'iapliments' 






Polysyllnblo, otbein^ise called extended syi:able 
na il^G word can bo extojided by suffixes or particles. 


Initial S'k'-llablo in a polys 5 ''iaaMo word has the 
following structure, I’hc 3 Ule applicable to the ruonosyllable 
is ap]>licabl€ to initial syllable alsc'ic, onset is ontional, 
Vlie types are classed into tbreo. 


VC 


ak — al— a 

vcc 

- 

att - ai 

/ V W 

- 

uynt - aan 

vve 

- 

aak - a 

vveo 

- 

an lUi-i 

TJQZC 

- 

an rpp-aatt-am 


4 ^* 


cve 

cak-al-a 

cvee 

coyt-u 

cvccc 

tarkk-am 

CV'/C 

kaay-am 

cvvuc 

koc 3 .v-i 

cwccc - 

vaaynt - 


■^11 emve 

0 CVCC 
cewe 
ccvvcc - 

CCWCGC - 


princes 

jfcjbxfcy: treyl-ar 
staap-Ein-am 
prookr-aaiB 
traanspoort 


Extended sylla.l3la.l 


Extendad syllable is that which follows the initial 

lb nr\^ 

syllable. In an extended syllable^posslble^-'^he structure will 
have the types as shown in canonical form, 

-VC- ak-al-a . v, >■' y.. 

-VCC fcoor-lkte- 4 i 

;,-vocc , , ■ - ■ ■■ 

V b'' I ' * \ ' ‘ " ^ 






"V ^0“ 


-VVC;G 

VdCHL. 


ItloajQfl ■! y =i 1" yr\^pL£!tic-- ‘^ ‘y- 
maa l-aikl'-u 

« 

£xtn'''icd pylla’ble 



Any syl.lablo oceuring o v fo ll owing the initial 

co.l\&4 ’ 

syllable is^cxto’idccl sylloble. JBxtcndea syllable has obligatory 
nucleus and optional coda. f^he~uoi ^'ll/i^en hos 1 : 10 .l’o than three 
syllablciy the socond rjyl]able has both nucleus and coda. The 
final syllabla has an obligatory nucleus and an outlonal coda. 


C losed and onen gvnablc t 

VOicn a syllabic sad'in vov;cl then it is called 

open syl Tabic and if it ends in a consonant It is then called 

closed syllable*^ This identification depadds upon the nature 

of the final phoniame of the word. , 

bi 

vords arc classfiod accoi'djng to the nun^berpyliables they contain. 

.Final. fiyIX3.3a3^ 

Pinal syllables generally have the structure that 
of set I of the initial syD.lable, The word final vowel will end 
the word final syllable. The word final consonants and/or the 
possible clusters of 2 or three consonants which end the word 
will end the final syllable of the word. 

Onset is obligatory only in the rconosyllabic word 
or in the initial syllable of the polysyllabic word. In the 
extended syllable it won^t occur. 

Coda is obligatory in the initial syllable of the 


polysyllabic word and optional in the monosyllabic word and in 
the final syllable of the polysyllabic word. 

Monosyllables 
i ‘this’ - 


V 

VV 

VC 

■Wg 


aa litghecome* 
11 ^no' 
aal»- *Bian* 
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CT/ poo 

C7C kal 
0V7C Iraal 
II CG’/7 srii 

t.: G7VC kruut 

• 

CCCWC Dk^aap 


' 20* 

* atoao* 


lc2' 







oantu CTCC- V 

vaDllrltal CT/CCC-W 
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